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advice and makes recommendations to 
the Coast Guard on matters relating to 
the safe navigation of vessels to and 
from the Ports of Galveston, Houston, 
and Texas City, and throughout 
Galveston Bay, Texas.
DATES: Applications must be completed 
and postmarked no later than April 30, 
2004.
ADDRESSES: You may request an 
application form by writing to 
Commanding Officer, USCG VTS 
Houston/Galveston, 9640 Clinton Drive, 
Houston, TX 77029; by calling 
Lieutenant (LT) Sean Komatinsky at 
(713–671–5103); by submitting a faxed 
request to 713–671–5159; or by visiting 
HOGANSAC’s Web site at http://
www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/advisory/
hogansac/hogan.htm. All application 
forms must be returned to the following 
address: Commanding Officer, Attn: 
HOGANSAC Executive Secretary, USCG 
VTS Houston/Galveston, 9640 Clinton 
Drive, Houston, TX 77029.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Commander (CDR) Thomas Marian, 
Executive Secretary of HOGANSAC at 
(713–671–5160) or LT Sean Komatinsky, 
Assistant to the Executive Secretary of 
HOGANSAC at (713–671–5103).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
HOGANSAC is a Federal advisory 
committee subject to the provisions of 5 
U.S.C. App. 2. This committee provides 
local expertise to the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Coast Guard 
on such matters as communications, 
surveillance, traffic control, anchorages, 
aids to navigation, and other related 
topics dealing with navigation safety in 
the Houston/Galveston area. The 
committee normally meets at least three 
times a year at various locations in the 
Houston/Galveston area. Members serve 
voluntarily, without compensation from 
the Federal Government for salary, 
travel, or per diem. Term of membership 
is for two years. Individuals appointed 
by the Secretary based on applications 
submitted in response to this 
solicitation will serve from November 
21, 2004 until November 21, 2006.

By law, the Committee consists of 
eighteen members who have particular 
expertise, knowledge, and experience 
regarding the transportation, equipment, 
and techniques that are used to ship 
cargo and to navigate vessels in the 
inshore and the offshore waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico. Committee members 
represent a wide range of 
constituencies. There are eleven 
membership categories: (1) Two 
members who are employed by the Port 
of Houston Authority or have been 
selected by that entity to represent 
them; (2) two members who are 

employed by the Port of Galveston or 
the Texas City Port Complex or have 
been selected by those entities to 
represent them; (3) two members from 
organizations that represent shipowners, 
stevedores, shipyards, or shipping 
organizations domiciled in the State of 
Texas; (4) two members representing 
organizations that operate tugs or barges 
that utilize the port facilities at 
Galveston, Houston, and Texas City; (5) 
two members representing shipping 
companies that transport cargo from the 
ports of Galveston and Houston on 
liners, break bulk, or tramp steamer 
vessels; (6) two members representing 
those who pilot or command vessels 
that utilize the ports of Galveston, 
Houston and Texas City; (7) two at-large 
members who may represent a 
particular interest group but who use 
the port facilities at Galveston, Houston 
or Texas City; (8) one member 
representing labor organizations 
involved in the loading and unloading 
of cargo at the ports of Galveston or 
Houston; (9) one member representing 
licensed merchant mariners other than 
pilots, who perform shipboard duties on 
vessels which utilize the port facilities 
of Galveston, Houston or Texas City; 
(10) one member representing 
environmental interests; and (11) one 
member representing the general public. 
In support of the policy of the 
Department of Homeland Security on 
gender and ethnic diversity, the Coast 
Guard encourages applications from 
qualified women and members of 
minority groups. Individuals nominated 
to represent the general public will be 
required to complete a Confidential 
Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 
450). Neither the report nor the 
information it contains may be released 
to the public, except under an order 
issued by a Federal court or as 
otherwise provided under the Privacy 
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a).

Dated: December 30, 2003.
J.W. Stark,
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Acting 
Commander, 8th Coast Guard Dist.
[FR Doc. 04–587 Filed 1–12–04; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard seeks 
applications for membership on the 
Towing Safety Advisory Committee 
(TSAC). TSAC advises the Coast Guard 
on matters relating to shallow-draft 
inland and coastal waterway navigation 
and towing safety.
DATES: Application forms should reach 
us on or before March 15, 2004.
ADDRESSES: You may request an 
application form by writing to 
Commandant (G–MSO–1), U.S. Coast 
Guard, 2100 Second Street SW., 
Washington, DC 20593–0001; by calling 
202–267–0214; or by faxing 202–267–
4570. Send your original completed and 
signed application in written form to the 
above street address. This notice is 
available on the Internet at http://
dms.dot.gov in docket USCG–2004–
16851 and the application form is 
available at http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-
m/advisory/index.htm (Click on ‘‘ACM 
Application’’.)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Gerald Miante; Assistant Executive 
Director of TSAC, telephone 202–267–
0214, fax 202–267–4570, or e-mail 
gmiante@comdt.uscg.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Towing Safety Advisory Committee 
(TSAC) is a Federal advisory committee 
mandated by Congress and operates 
under 5 U.S.C. App. 2, (Pub. L. 92–463, 
86 Stat. 770, as amended). It advises the 
Secretary of Homeland Security on 
matters relating to shallow-draft inland 
and coastal waterway navigation and 
towing safety. This advice also assists 
the Coast Guard in formulating the 
position of the United States in advance 
of meetings of the International 
Maritime Organization.

TSAC meets at least once a year at 
Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, 
DC, or another location selected by the 
Coast Guard. It may also meet for 
extraordinary purposes. Its working 
groups may meet to consider specific 
issues as required. The 16-person 
membership includes 7 representatives 
of the barge and towing industry 
(reflecting a regional geographical 
balance); 1 member from the offshore 
mineral and oil supply vessel industry; 
and 2 members from each of the 
following areas: Maritime labor; 
shippers (of whom at least one shall be 
engaged in the shipment of oil or 
hazardous materials by barge); port 
districts, authorities, or terminal 
operators; and the general public.

We are currently considering 
applications for three positions from the 
Barge and Towing Industry reflecting a 
geographical balance, one position from 
Port Districts, Authorities, or Terminal 
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Operators, one position from Labor, and 
one position from Shippers. To be 
eligible, applicants should have 
particular expertise, knowledge, and 
experience relative to the position in 
towing operations, marine 
transportation, or business operations 
associated with shallow-draft inland 
and coastal waterway navigation and 
towing safety. Each member serves for a 
term of up to 4 years. A few members 
may serve consecutive terms. All 
members serve at their own expense and 
receive no salary, reimbursement of 
travel expenses, or other compensation 
from the Federal Government.

In support of the policy of the 
Department of Homeland Security on 
gender and ethnic diversity, we 
encourage qualified women and 
members of minority groups to apply.

Dated: January 7, 2004.
Joseph J. Angelo,
Director of Standards, Marine Safety, 
Security, & Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 04–636 Filed 1–12–04; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard gives notice 
that Congressional authorization of the 
United States 1997 enforcement policy 
(enforcement policy) relating to the 
incidental discharge of dry cargo 
residue on the Great Lakes expires on 
September 30, 2004, and that the study 
of that policy mandated by Congress has 
been completed. If new regulations are 
not in place by September 30, 2004, the 
enforcement policy will expire, and the 
current statute, which prohibits such 
discharges, will become effective 
October 1, 2004, and will be enforced by 
the Coast Guard. Although the Coast 
Guard is initiating a rulemaking 
regarding the discharge of dry cargo 
residue on the Great Lakes, it is 
improbable that any such rulemaking 
would be completed before the 
expiration of the enforcement policy.
DATES: The interim enforcement policy 
discussed in this notice expires 
September 30, 2004. Enforcement in 
accordance with current statutes will 
begin October 1, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Any comments or material 
received from the public in regard to 
this notice, as well as documents 
mentioned in the notice as being 
available in the public docket, are part 
of docket USCG–2003–16814 and may 
be viewed online at http://dms.dot.gov 
or at the Docket Management Facility, 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 
room PL–401, 400 Seventh Street SW., 
Washington, DC between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If 
you have questions relating to the 
substance of this notice call LCDR Mary 
Sohlberg, U.S. Coast Guard, telephone 
202–267–0713. If you have questions on 
viewing the docket, call Andrea M. 
Jenkins, Program Manager, Docket 
Operations, Department of 
Transportation, telephone 202–366–
0271.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
historical practice of bulk dry cargo 
vessels on the Great Lakes is to wash 
non-hazardous and non-toxic cargo 
residues (‘‘dry cargo residue’’ or ‘‘cargo 
sweepings’’) overboard. In 1987, 
Congress amended the Act to Prevent 
Pollution from Ships (APPS; see Pub. L. 
100–220, sec. 2002; see also 33 U.S.C. 
1901 et seq.), adopting Annex V to the 
International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL), 1973. Under MARPOL 
interpretive guidelines, dry cargo 
residues and cargo sweepings are 
considered to be garbage. Strict 
application of the MARPOL interpretive 
guideline adopted the following year (33 
CFR part 151) banned the discharge of 
dry cargo residue and cargo sweepings 
in the Great Lakes.

To ease the difficult implementation 
issues that application of the MARPOL 
guidelines would create within the 
unique legal, environmental, and 
economic framework of the Great Lakes, 
the Ninth Coast Guard District 
implemented in 1993 an ‘‘enforcement 
policy’’ (CCGD9INST 16460.1) that has 
been revised over the years and reissued 
in 1995 and in 1997. The 1997 policy 
is the current practice in place in the 
Great Lakes. The Coast Guard was 
directed by Congress in the 1998 Coast 
Guard Authorization Bill to continue its 
current policy regarding dry cargo 
residues on the Great Lakes until 2002. 
This authorization was subsequently 
extended until September 30, 2004, in 
Public Law 106–554, sec. 1117, pending 
completion of a study and formulation 
of a specific regulatory solution to the 
issue. Unless new regulations adopt 
elements of the enforcement policy, the 
Coast Guard has concluded that we have 

no authority to extend the enforcement 
policy on our own, beyond the 
September 2004 deadline. The Coast 
Guard contracted the completion of the 
study and has received the study report 
on discharge of vessel dry cargo 
residues mandated by Congress in 
Public Law 106–554. The study is 
available at http://dms.dot.gov.

Because of the effects on U.S. flag 
commercial shipping on the Great Lakes 
of a ban on dry cargo residues 
discharges, that study, among other 
things, recommended that the current 
practice of allowing vessels to discharge 
their incidental cargo residues into 
certain portions of the Great Lakes be 
continued, but, citing the lack of 
available data, also recommended that 
an Environmental Assessment be 
performed of the long term effects of 
continuing that practice. We intend to 
initiate a rulemaking and, as part of the 
rulemaking process, perform an 
Environmental Assessment in 
conjunction with other regulatory 
assessments. The analyses would assist 
in determining whether the regulations 
regarding the discharge of dry cargo 
residues in the Great Lakes should 
reflect past practice, prohibit discharges 
altogether, or allow for some other 
course of action, taking into account all 
the circumstances and stakeholder 
interests. If new regulations are not in 
effect by September 30, 2004, the Coast 
Guard will enforce the existing statutes 
commencing October 1, 2004.

Dated: January 7, 2004.
Joseph J. Angelo,
Director of Standards, Marine Safety, Security 
& Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 04–590 Filed 1–8–04; 4:56 pm]
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meetings.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a 
teleconference of the Chemical 
Transportation Advisory Committee 
(CTAC) and a teleconference of the 
Towing Safety Advisory Committee 
(TSAC). The purpose of these 
teleconferences is for CTAC and TSAC 
to review the findings of the joint 
CTAC/TSAC Working Group on 
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